Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.113; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.5.
Related literature
For background to applications of chelate complexes, see: Gade (1998) . For the crystal structure of a palladium coordination compound involving the title compound as a ligand, see: Arici et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data (Gade, 1998) .
In our continuing efforts in elucidating the rules governing the formation of metal complexes with nitrogen-containing chelate ligands, we determined the structure of the title compound, C 22 H 28 N 2 , to allow comparative studies on designed coordination compounds. Structural information on a palladium(II) complex featuring the title compound as a ligand is found in the literature (Arici et al., 2006) .
The title compound has crystallographic inversion symmetry, the asymmetric unit comprising half a molecule, with both double-bonds (E)-configured ( Fig. 1) . Mesomeric interaction between the aromatic systems and the imine groups is hampered by the presence of the bulky methyl groups in the mesityl moiety which is evident in the out-of-plane orientation of the functional group of the Schiff-base. The dihedral angle between the least-squares planes defined by the carbon atoms of the mesityl group and those of the imine functional group (C-N═C) is 23.89 (17)°.
In the crystal structure, no significant intermolecular interactions are present (Fig. 2) . The shortest inter-centroid distance between two aromatic ring systems was found to be 5.6101 (9) Å.
The title compound was prepared from the reaction of ethylenediamine (0.017 mol) and 2,4,6-trimethylbenzaldehyde (0.034 mol) at room temperature for two hours. The colourless title compound was filtered and recrystallized from methanol.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) set to 1.2U eq (aromatic and methylene C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). The H atoms of the methyl groups were allowed to rotate. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and anisotropic displacement ellipsoids (drawn at the 50% probability level). For symmetry code (i): -x + 1, -y, -z. 
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